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able guests, but I would by no means part with them, as is too soon and too often the case.
Some of them, when they have got ten or fifteen thousand pounds here, unkindly withdraw themselves, and purchase estates in land in their own countries; and others are seduced from us, by the pressing invitations of some great potentate to come over to superintend his pleasures, and to take a share in his counsels. This is not only a great loss to their particular friends, the nobility and gentry, but to the nation in general, by turning the balance of our musical commerce considerably against us. I would therefore humbly propose, that immediately upon the arrival of these valuable strangers a writ of ne exeat regnum should be issued to keep them here. The other modification, which I beg leave to hint at only, it being of a private nature, is, that no virtuoso, whose voice is below a contralto, shall be taken to the country-seat of any family whatsoever; much less any strapping fiddler, bassoon, or bass viol, who does not even pretend to sing, or, if he does, sings a rough tenor or a tremendous bass. The consequences may be serious, but at least the appearances are not edifying.	_____
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I HEARD the other day, with great pleasure, from my worthy friend Mr. Dodsley, that Mr. Johnson's English dictionary, with a grammar and history of our language prefixed, will be published this winter, in two large volumes in folio.
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